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Abstract
The study of English teachers’ beliefs about grammar teaching and the influence 
of such beliefs on their actual classroom practices have been subjected to many 
discussions and empirical research in second language education. This paper 
reports on a study which investigated the beliefs of in-service English teachers 
about grammar teaching and actual classroom practices at primary schools in 
Selangor, Malaysia. Questionnaires were distributed to 50 English teachers to 
determine teacher’s beliefs towards grammar teaching and to investigate their 
teaching procedures in the English classroom. Furthermore, four teachers were 
interviewed and observed; the interviews explored the teachers’ beliefs of 
grammar teaching and classroom practices, while the non-participatory 
observations provided insights into how they teach grammar in the classrooms 
and examine whether the teachers’ beliefs about grammar teaching are aligned 
with their actual classroom practices. Findings revealed the Malaysia primary 
schools in Selangor English teachers do have a set of beliefs about grammar 
teaching and generally those participants’ beliefs about grammar teaching were 
matched with their actual classroom practices. However, the findings also found a 
small number of discrepancies observed from some participants mostly due to 
pupils’ level of English proficiency and contextual constraints such as time 
constraints. There are three implications of the research are also discussed in this 
study.
Keywords: grammar teaching, teachers’ belief, classroom practices, implicit, 
explicit, in-service teachers.
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CHAPTER 1 
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Introduction
Grammar is “a set of formal patterns in which the words of a language are 
arranged in order to convey larger meanings” (Fracis, n.d as cited in Pahuja, 2001; 
p. 218). Grammar learning plays a significant role in enhancing students’ English 
language proficiency. According to Ellis (1996), grammar learning and 
acquisition can help students to improve the proficiency and accuracy of language 
and facilitate the internalization of its syntactic system, therefore supplementing 
the fluency development in English language. On top of that, “the acquisition of 
the grammatical system of a language remains the most important element in 
language teaching” (Pahuja, 1999). Effective grammar teaching is vital for 
success in acquiring a second language, English language.
However, the place of grammar in English as a Second Language (ESL) 
education has been debated in ESL teaching and in studies of second language 
(L2) acquisition for some decades. Besides having the issues of whether grammar 
should be taught or otherwise, teachers also face the issue of the best way to teach 
grammar, either teaching grammar explicitly or implicitly (Azar, 2007). As a 
result, there have been the emergences of different views, approaches and 
methodologies to grammar teaching for ESL teachers to choose, in order to meet 
the students’ needs and interests as well as to suit the classroom environment.
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